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ANNCR: 

REPRFSENTATIVES FROM ONF HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR NATIONS ARF 
PREPARING TO DEBATE A WIDF RANGE OF ISSUFS AT THE TWFNTIFTH 
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF UNFSCO, THF UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION. THF CONFFRFENCF BEGINS 
NEXT TUESDAY COCT, 24) IN PARIS, AND VOA'S JOHN BUF SFNT THIS 
BACKGROUND RFPORT, 

VOICE: 

THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF EDUCATION, SCIFNCF AND CULTURF 
ARF BY DEFINITION TRANS-NATIONAL AND NON-POLITICAL. HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND THE STRUGGLF AGAINST RACISM ARF CONCFPTS WHICH 
NO ONF DARES TO DISPUTE, AT LEAST IN WORDS, BUT THROUGHOUT 
THE YEARS, ON THE INITIATIVE OF ITS MEMBERS, CONTROVERSIAL 
ISSUES HAVE WORKED THEIR WAY INTO UNESCO DFBATFS, EXCAVATIONS 
IN JERUSALEM AND EDUCATION IN ISRAFL-OCCUPIFD TERRITORIFS WFRF 
USFD IN THE PAST TO BAR ISRAFL TFMPORARILY FROM FXERCISING ITS 
RIGHTS AS A UNESCO MFMBFR AND THIS LFD TO THE AMFRICAN CONGRESS 
SUSPENDING, ALSO TEMPORARILY, THF PAYMENT OF U.S. DUFS TO UNESCO, 

ALL THE PFRMANENT UNESCO THFMES, FROM THF PRFSFRVATION OF 
HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL TRFASURFS TO VIOLFNCF AND NIHILISM IN 
THE WORLD ARF UP FOR DISCUSSION AT THE PARIS CONFERENCE, BUT 
ATTENTION IS FOCUSSFD THIS YEAR UPON PROBLFMS CONNNECTED WITH 
THF SPREAD OF INFORMATION THROUGH PRESS, RADIO AND TFLEVISION, 
OR THE "MEDIA", AS THEY ARE COMMONLY REFERRED TO, 

THESE ISSUES HAVE LONG BFEN SENSITIVF BECAUSF THFY RAISF 


THF PROBLEM OF STATE CONTROL OVER MFDIA, ABHORRED IN MOST 
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WESTERN NATIONS AND A GOLDEN RULF IN COMMUNIST AND IN SOME 
DEVELOPING NATIONS, 

SOMF IDEA OF HOW DEFP THE CLFAVAGF IS OVER THIS ISSUF CAN 
BE GATHERED FROM THE FACT THAT A DRAFT DFCLARATION ON KEEPING 
WAR PROPAGANDA AND RACISM OUT OF THE MEDIA, IN THE WORKS FOR 
THE LAST EIGHT YEARS, HAS NOT YFT BFEN APPROVED BY ALL 
PARTICIPANTS. 

THE ISSUF OF STATF CONTROL RFMAINS CFNTRAL TO THF DEBATE. 

A FORMER DRAFT DECLARATION, WHICH WFSTERN NATIONS FFLT MIGHT 
BF USED TO JUSTIFY A SPREAD OF STATE CONTROL WAS RFVISED BY 
UNFSCO EXPERTS, IN CONSULTATION WITH MEDIA LEADFRS, UNFSCO 
INFORMATION DIRFCTOR LEON DAVICO SAID SOME STATES HAVE ALREADY 
SUBMITTED AMENDMFNTS TO THE RFVISFD VFRSION, 

IN THE SAMF LINF OF BUSINFSS, A DEBATE IS SCHFDULED ON AN 
INTERIM RFPORT PRFPARFD BY A UNFSCO-SPONSORFD INTFRNATIONAL PANEL 
UNDFR IRELAND'S FORMER FORFIGN MINISTER, NOBEL PFACF PRIZF- 
WINNER SEAN MACBRIDF,. THE PANEL'S AIM IS TO SFEK WAYS OF 
CORRECTING THE IMBALANCF BFTWFEN THE LARGE WFSTERN NEWS AGENCIES 
WITH THEIR POWERFUL TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT AND LARGE STAFFS AND THF 
MORE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED AND LESS AFFLUENT NEWS MEDIA OF THE 
DEVELOPING NATIONS, 

IT IS AGREFD THE IMBALANCF CAN ONLY BF CORRFCTED THROUGH AID 
TO THF DEVELOPING COUNTRIFS IN BUILDING SUITABLF COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY AND IN TRAINING MORF JOURNALISTS, BUT HFRE AGAIN 


THE ISSUE OF PRFSS FREEDOM FROM GOVERNMENTAL CFNSORSHIP OR 
INFLUENCF IS A CENTRAL THFMF. 

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN A GOVERNMENT HANDOUT AND WHAT IN THF 
WEST IS CONSIDERED THE JOB OF PROFFSSIONAL JOURNALISTS IS A KEY 
FACTOR IN DISCUSSIONS ON WHAT UNFSCO CALLS “THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS ORDER," 
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